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: YALE UNIVERSITY
OSDORN BOTANICAL LABORATORY
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

June 6, 1947

M. H. AL frink
iyt oent of Genetics

oulese o Srriculture

University of Uiisconsain .
iadiaon, wisconsin

ivar or. Brink:

I first want to reassure you wholeheartedly on the points
raised in your letter repgarding lederberg's interests, personality, and

cooperal.iveness,

A3 far as personality is concerned, I can foresee no serious
difficultics, Lederbers is inherently very honest and straightforward,
et e ca;oble of being almost charming in his relations with others.
“lthowsk hie kas antagonized some of those working in the laboratory, I
ooV Lhet Lirils hias been due primarily to his single-minded concentration
<o seioner snd the problem in hand, which has_lednto*é'sbmeM1at thought -
I out ondy appoarently inconsiderate behavior. Iiven at the worst,

cderbarets 2bility and enthusiasm, with his unquestiona2d personal
wnrt seiontific sincerity and integrity, have made his colleapgues and the
Trenity prin ily overlook these lapses. Furthermore, I feel that he has
tac i nensiderably during the past year, and with this maturity his
cwosnlosene hias improved greatly. iy frank opinion would be that neither
3. chortecning nor the only other point against Lederberg, his race,
ool b taken as serious objections to his consideration.for your

o ibion,

poXver,

1 »a sending separately a copy of our paper on gene receombination
-+t Ldch 1s to appear in the June issue of the Journal of Bacteriology.

et e o e linkare relations in this organism is in preparation.
i inforiation regarding Lederberg's ability (and personality) you
Wtoecont ot Rha following:

e L. Be o van Riel vr. S. Buyne-Jones
e wins Mordine Station Jane Corrin Childs Fund
Pacilic Grove, California Yale University,.New -Haven.
br. 1. J. Hyan br. T. M. Sonneborn
Department of Zoology Department of Zoology
Colunbia University Indiana University
New York, Now York Bloomdngton, Indiana
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br. R. A. Brink
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~ Regarding Lederberg's breadth of training, it is true that
previous to his arrival at Yale a year and a half apo, his exporicnce had
been primirily with rmedicine. However, the contacts and courses here,
with his breadth of interest in all ficlds of blology have broadencd his
outlook so that now I have not the slirhtest doubt of his ability and
desire to cooperate fully in any research problems tonching on genetics,
whether from the microbiological, plant, animal, or human aspects.

lederberg is definitely interested in the position at
Wisconsin as I have outlined it to him. I feel that he would be en
excellent choice for this opening, and that ho would fit quite well into
the Viisconsin group in the suggested capacity. Frankly, from my knowledge
of the Wisconsin group and my understapding of the proposed development
in the genetics of microorganisms, I can't see that either Wisconsin or
lederberg could do better.

Sincerely,

S 7N ‘
{L:[//W )
E. L. Tatum
Professor of Microbiology

evz



